92    THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

The rejection of Saul has caused so much trouble
to many of us that it is only natural to find it
mentioned.

" Like Saul,11 states a boy of eleven, " who was
told by God to destroy the enemy and slaughter
them all, but he didn't. . . . But he was punished,
he was killed in battle.'*

That the children also need careful explanation
of the cases in the New Testament where physical
retribution appears to follow sin is indicated by the
references made to narratives that superficially appear
to warrant the conclusion that they are to teach
us that either a general or an arbitrary dispensation
of a similar kind may be looked for.

" If she will repent she will be forgiven/' states
one child, " but if she does not repent she will be
found out some day and perhaps have the same
illness as the impotent man."

After writing out in full the story of Ananias and
Sapphira as an example of how lies are punished,
a boy concluded, u The lady said, * Yes, I have brought
it all.' Then Peter grew angry and he said, * For
a punishment you shall die,' and she was struck
dead."

" God will punish them,*' writes another, " by
not letting them have the sense of seeing, the same
way as He punished Paul, or taking from them any
other of their senses."

3. Pmiisliment in hell.

Any who have been faced with the ordinary
arguments of the modern freethinker or one of his
kindred know how bitter he is upon the subject